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Managing Medicines Policy 2020-23 
Prescription medicines will only be administered at school: 

 When it would be detrimental to the pupil’s health or school attendance not to do so 
and  

 Where we have parents’ written consent  

Pupils under 16 will not be given medicine containing aspirin unless prescribed by a doctor.  

Anyone giving a pupil any medication (for example, for pain relief) will first check maximum 
dosages and when the previous dosage was taken. Parents will always be informed.   

The school will only accept prescribed medicines that are: 

 In-date 
 Labelled 
 Provided in the original container, as dispensed by the pharmacist, and include 

instructions for administration, dosage and storage 

The school will accept insulin that is inside an insulin pen or pump rather than its original 
container, but it must be in date.  

All medicines will be stored safely. Pupils will be informed about where their medicines are at 
all times and be able to access them immediately. Medicines and devices such as asthma 
inhalers, blood glucose testing meters and adrenaline pens will always be readily available to 
pupils and not locked away.  

Medicines will be returned to parents to arrange for safe disposal when no longer required.  

7.1 Pupils managing their own needs 

Pupils who are competent will be encouraged to take responsibility for managing their own 
medicines and procedures. This will be discussed with parents and it will be reflected in their 
IHPs.  

Pupils will be allowed to carry their own medicines and relevant devices wherever possible. 
Staff will not force a pupil to take a medicine or carry out a necessary procedure if they refuse, 
but will follow the procedure agreed in the IHP and inform parents so that an alternative option 
can be considered, if necessary. 

7.2 Unacceptable practice 

School staff should use their discretion and judge each case individually with reference to the 
pupil’s IHP, but it is generally not acceptable to: 

 Prevent pupils from easily accessing their inhalers and medication, and administering 
their medication when and where necessary 

 Assume that every pupil with the same condition requires the same treatment 



 Ignore the views of the pupil or their parents 
 Ignore medical evidence or opinion (although this may be challenged) 
 Send children with medical conditions home frequently for reasons associated with 

their medical condition or prevent them from staying for normal school activities, 
including lunch, unless this is specified in their IHPs 

 If the pupil becomes ill, send them to the school office or medical room unaccompanied 
or with someone unsuitable 

 Penalise pupils for their attendance record if their absences are related to their medical 
condition, e.g. hospital appointments 

 Prevent pupils from drinking, eating or taking toilet or other breaks whenever they need 
to in order to manage their medical condition effectively 

 Require parents, or otherwise make them feel obliged, to attend school to administer 
medication or provide medical support to their pupil, including with toileting issues. No 
parent should have to give up working because the school is failing to support their 
child’s medical needs 

 Prevent pupils from participating, or create unnecessary barriers to pupils participating 
in any aspect of school life, including school trips, e.g. by requiring parents to 
accompany their child  

 Administer, or ask pupils to administer, medicine in school toilets  

 


