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Nursery and Reception 

 

Child’s Name:  
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Home Activities for Nursery and Reception 

Whilst school is closed we ask that you work through some of the below activities with your child.  

You can record when, how and any comments on the diary sheet attached. We would love to see photos too, so 

where possible please take photos which you can print and attach at a later date.  

 

Sing nursery 
rhymes together in 

different voices.  
Shout, whisper, 
use a mouse’s 

squeak or a bear’s 
growl. 

Talk about 
materials and how 
they feel. Can you 
find me a toy that 
is soft? Can you 

find me something 
that is rough? 

Observe the 
weather and make 
a weather chart. 

Talk about people 
in our world who 

helps us and what 
they do. Doctors, 

Nurses, Teachers, 
Firefighters, police, 

parents etc. 

Memory Games. 
Use 5 items, show 
child, take 1 away 

… which toy is 
missing? 

Draw a line on the 
ground or use a 

rope and practise 
balancing and 

walking along it. 

Practise writing 
their name. 

Remember a 
capital for the first 
letter and the rest 
lower case. E.G. 

Frank. Do not use 
all capitals. 

Move a toy on, 
under, next to, in 
front of a block 

and use the 
correct positional 

language. 

Clap syllables of 
names or toys. 

Order toys by size. 
Smallest to 

largest. Talk about 
long, short etc. 

Look for and name 
2D shapes in the 
house or garden. 
(circle, square, 

rectangle, triangle 
etc.) 

Make pairs of 
objects/items such 
a socks, gloves, 
shoes etc. and 

older chn begin to 
count in 2s. 

Practise counting 
up to 5, 10, 20 and 

30. 

Encourage 
children to mark 
make, write and 
draw. Children 
should tell you 

about their picture 
or their writing. 

Hide an object in a 
bag and give clues 
to what could be 
inside the bag. 

Read a story and 
act it out together 

Use scissors to 
snip and cut 
paper. Can 
children cut 

around a shape? 

Go on a mini-beast 
hunt. What insects 
can you find in the 
park, garden or in 
the bushes outside 

your home. 

Hide some words 
or sounds around 
your home, look 

for them and when 
you find them read 

them aloud.  

Ask children 
questions about 
stories you’ve 

shared together. 
“why?”  
“how?” 

Look for and name 
3D shapes in the 
house or garden. 
(sphere, cube, 
cuboid, cylinder 

etc.) 

Make shakers 
using pasta and or 
rice. Then make 
up a song to go 
with their music. 

Write numbers on 
pegs and 

encourage 
children peg the 
number in order. 
This also build 
hand muscle 

strength. 

Talk about 
numbers which 

come before and 
after number. E.G 

ask 
 “what number 

comes before 6?” 
“what number 

comes after 9?” 

Halving.  
Talk about half of 
a cake, sandwich 
or apple and use 
the word ‘equal’ 

‘same’ ‘half’ 
Use objects such 
as sticks to halve. 
E.G. Let’s share 

these sticks so we 
have half each. 

Fill up buckets, 
jugs, cups with 
water and talk 

about empty, half, 
full. 

Play shops 
together using tins 
and packets from 

the kitchen. 

Play catch. 
Practice Throwing 

and Catching 
skills. 

Bake some cakes 
with an adult.  

Dressing and 
undressing self, 
including putting 
shoes and socks 

on and off. 
Practise doing zips 

and buttons. 
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