
English 

In English this half term, we will be looking at story writing; with a particular emphasis on having the children write a dilemma. To begin the term, we 

will look at myths. As part of this unit, we will read the famous story of Prometheus and Pandora. Children will then have the opportunity to write 

their own myth in the same style as this famous example. We will also use a range of techniques, such as video clips, pictures and drama to provide 

an appropriate stimulus to enable children to produce quality written work.  

 

Children will have an opportunity to discuss texts that they have read and exchange their opinions as they explore characters and themes. Each 

Year 5 class will read a wide range of quality texts to develop a variety of  reading skills which will enable them to understand different texts and an-

swer comprehension questions with confidence.  They will be given  the opportunity  to read as a class, in a small guided group with the  teacher, on 

their own or with a peer.   

 

Please encourage your child to read at home every day.  They will have the opportunity to change home reading books at least once a week. Each 

week the children will  be taught a new spelling pattern and also how to identify word meaning through context and the use of a dictionary. Children 

will be encouraged to use new words in their writing. They will  be taught a range of grammatical terms and the correct usage. 

Maths: 

In Maths this half-term the children will be taught to read, write and      compare numbers with up to 6 digits.  They will be taught to explain the val-

ue of each digit with a particular focus on zero as a place holder.  In addition, children will be taught key vocabulary to assist them in understand-

ing and explaining their ideas.  

 

They will also be adding and subtracting numbers mentally as well as using the formal written method. They will be taught to solve addition and sub-

traction multi-step problems in contexts deciding which operations and methods to use and why.  

Children will be taught all their times tables up to 12 times and to solve addition, subtraction, multiplication and division word problems involving    

more than one step. Problem solving, reasoning and fluency will  be integrated in each lesson as this will give all children the opportunity to demon-

strate their understanding and application of a skill that has been taught.  

 

Every afternoon, the children will be able to develop their arithmetic skills through a daily maths activity that will  re-inforce the week’s teaching.  



Creative Learning Journey 

 Our Creative Learning Journey topic ‘Dagenham Village’ will consist of a historical based study on the local area. The focus for this topic will be on hav-

ing students consider the changes that have been made to the local area over time, and  analysing the  possible causes for these changes.  Making 

judgements using different types of historical sources will also be an important skill to be developed. Finally, the children will also investigate how our 

school has changed over the years, making this unit more meaningful to them. 

 As part of the Design and Technology program this term, the children will be involved in  a variety of cooking lessons, where they will prepare cultural 

dishes from within the local community. This will allow them the opportunity to read and follow a variety of simple recipes. 

  In Science, children further develop their knowledge and understanding of materials, achieving an in-depth knowledge of the properties of certain materi-

als. They will identify, compare and classify a variety of materials according to both their properties and their uses.  

 During RE, pupils will explore stories from a range of religious traditions. In each they will be encouraged to look for levels of meaning and to apply what 

they have learnt to their own experiences. 

 In PE lessons children will explore balancing on different body parts to create bridge shapes. In addition, they will  develop ball  control and cooperative 

working, through basketball.  

 In ICT we will be working with Excel to produce spreadsheets. Pupils will enter data, make formulae and create graphs. 

 In Music, the children will have the opportunity to learn a musical instrument which will be taught by Borough musicians every Thursday. 

     Information about Year 5 

Homework: 

Homework will be Reading, spellings and times tables. Please use the 

websites active learn and Times Table Rockstars to help your child. 

P.E. Timetable: 

5A:   Monday and Tuesday 

5B:   Thursday and Friday  

5C:   Monday and Wednesday 

 Please ensure that your child has a full change of clothes for PE.   f you 

are unsure, then refer  to the school uniform policy for details  of what 

they are required to wear. Children should not wear any jewellery to PE.  

 

Please ensure that your child brings in a full PE kit to school labelled with 

their name and class. 

 

Uniform:  

Children are expected to wear the correct school uniform including their  

blazers and ties. 

 

Would you like to come into school and help us?: 

 If you are interested in coming into school to hear children read or help 

with an event please contact your child’s teacher.  Also if you have any 

stories or information about our local area or the school, please let us 

know. 


